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Book-Pourri
BY

VERA

A.

MILES

As you read these reviews, we will be
well into the 1993-94 school year. It is
my hope that you will be able to find
time to enjoy a good book even with our
ever-busy schedules. If you have a
favorite book that you can recommend
to others, please share it with me for a
future column. Send your reviews to:
1750 Woodgate Dr., Troy, MI 48083.

happened on the day he was born. He
knows the story so well that he tells it to
his worn-out parents, and puts them to
sleep! Then he grabs a snack and heads
off to bed himself. David Small, a
Michigan illustrator, adds to the fun with
his full-color artwork.
Emberley, Ed. Go Away, Big Green
Monster!. (Little Brown, 1992, $12.95,
ISBN 0-316-23653-5).
Die-cut pages allow the reader to
grow a big green monster with a bluish,
greenish nose, sharp white teeth, and big
yellow eyes. Then just as it gets scary,
the book allows you to show that monster who's in charge and make it disappear. This is a great book for the child
who wants to chase away a nighttime
monster, or any other scary creatures.
Glassman, Peter. The Wizard Next
Door. Illustrations by Steven Kellogg.
(Morrow, 1993, $15.00, ISBN
0-688-10645-5 TR).
This is a book to stir the imagination
of any reader. In it, a child notices magical things about Mr. Myers, his new
neighbor. His frustration comes when he
discovers he is the only one who can see
the magic, especially after a fun-filled
day when Mr. Myers turns up as his substitute teacher, but this is a problem that
is easily solved. Kellogg's illustrations
are indeed magical in themselves!
Kalan, Robert. Stop, Thief!.
Illustrations by Y ossi Abolafia.
(Greenwillow, 1993, $14.00, ISBN
0-688-11876-3 TR).
When a squirrel digs up a nut, he
begins a circular tale as it is claimed by
the squirrel whose tree it fell from.

FOR YOUNG READERS
Barton, Byron. The Little Red Hen.
(HarperCollins, 1993, $12.89, ISBN
0-06-0216 76-X).
Bright and cheery illustrations accompany this re-telling of the traditional tale
of the little red hen who grows and
threshes the wheat, and bakes it into a
loaf of bread for her chicks-all without
the help of her lazy friends. This is a welcome companion to the enjoyable The
Three Bears which was published in
1991.
Calmenson, Stephanie. It Begins with
an A. Illustrations by Marisabina Russo.
(Hyperion, 1993, $12.95, ISBN
1-56282-123-7).
This clever alphabet book is done in
riddle form. Familiar objects are embedded in the illustrations while the rhymed
text gives additional clues. The answers
are in dictionary form in the back of the
book.
Cleary, Beverly. Petey's Bedtime
Story. Illustrations by David Small.
(Morrow, 1993, $15.00, ISBN
0-688-10660-9 TR).
Petey's bedtime routine is enough to
tire any weary parents, but he isn't ready
for bed until he hears the story of what
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al bride, and they live together in a very
different way. This unique family is sure
to delight young readers everywhere.
Cooper, Melrose. I Got a Family.
Illustrations by Dale Gottlieb. (Holt,
1993, $14.95, ISBN 0-8050-1965-0).
This book is a celebration of all the
ways you can love your family, and how
they can love you back Its joyous
rhymes and delightful illustrations bring
out the comforting feelings of an extended family.
Cowen-Fletcher, Jane. It Takes a
Village. (Scholastic, 1994, $14.95, ISBN
0-590-46573-2).
When Yemi is asked to take care of
her little brother, Kokou, she feels very
grown-up. However, when she turns her
back for a minute to buy some peanuts,
he wanders off and falls asleep in one of
the marketplace stalls. When he wakes
up, Yemi discovers the meaning of the
old African proverb, "It takes a village to
raise a child," and she realizes how
everyone had been helping her all day.
Garland, Sherry. The Lotus Seed.
Illustrations by Tatsuro Kiuchi.
(Harcourt, 1993, $14.95, ISBN
0-15-249465-0).
When a Vietnamese girl sees the
emperor cry on the day he lost his
throne, she takes a lotus seed from the
Imperial garden to remember him by. As
the years go by, she carries the seed to
the home of her marriage, through a devastating civil war, while fleeing her
homeland, and during arrival in America
as refugees. When her grandchild hears
the story, he takes the seed and plants
it-to the dismay of his grandmother. In
the Spring, it blooms bringing forth hope
and rememberance of their cultural heritage. This is indeed a touching and
memorable book!
Himmelman, John. Wanted: Perfect
Parents. (Bridgewater, 1993, $13.95,
ISBN 0-8167-3028-8).
Gregory provides his parents with a
"job description" for the perfect parents

However, does it belong to the second
squirrel, or to the crow who flys off with
it? Each animal yells, "Stop, Thief!" as
the nut is taken by a new owner again
and again, until the story ends, or does
it??
Rader, Laura. Mother Hubbard's
Cupboard: A Mother Goose Surprise
Book. (Tambourine, 1993, $12.95, ISBN
0-688-12562-X TR).
Split pages bring the text to life in the
unique collection of Mother Goose
rhymes. The reader turns the top of the
page to reveal the next part of the
rhyme, and then the bottom half shows
the ending.
Walsh, Ellen Stoll. Hop Jump.
(Harcourt, 1993, $13.95, ISBN
0-15-292871-5).
Simple, yet clever, illustrations help
tell the story of a little frog named Betsy
who tries leaping, turning and twisting
when she gets bored with hopping. Soon
the other frogs are curious, and all but
one try dancing. Is there room for someone who wants to do something different? Read the book and find out!
CELEBRATING FAMILIES
Christelow, Eileen. Don't Wake Up
Mama!: Another Five Little Monkeys
Story. (Clarion, 1992, $13.95, ISBN
0-395-60176-2).
When the little monkeys wake up
with the sun, they decide to bake Mama
a birthday cake. The trick is whether or
not they can do it without waking up
Mama. After a hilarious series of
mishaps, the cake is finally ready, and
they wake up Mama to find out her birthday isn't until the next day.
Cole, Babette. The Trouble with
Uncle. (Little Brown, 1992, $14.95, ISBN
0-316-15190-4).
Uncle doesn't fit in with the other
members of the yacht club! The trouble
is that he is really a pirate, so he founds
his own club and sets sail. After many
wacky adventures he gets a most unusuMICHIGAN READING JOURNAL
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he would like to have. They would let

he tells her she must pursue ideas to find
. the sweetness of the ideas inside a book.
Something all young readers need to
think about, as well as those reluctant to
read!
Russo, Marisabina. Trade-in Mother.
(Greenwillow, 1993, $14.00, ISBN
0-688-11416-4 TR).
When Max is fed up with Mother's
constant "No" to almost everything he
wants to do, he decides to trade her in.
However, Mama doesn't want to be traded in and comes up with a solution sure
to please any young reader.
Senisi, Ellen B. Brothers & Sisters.
(Scholastic Cartwheel, 1993, $12.95,
ISBN 0-590-46419-1).
Quotes from children along with photographs tell the difficulties and joys of
being brothers and sisters. This is a
striking book celebrating family life in
all its diversity and similarity!

him use the bathroom as a pool, use the

walls to paint pictures on, allow him to
keep an elephant, sleep on the roof, and
much more. When they get worried that
they might fall short on these qualifications, he comes up with the most important perfect thing they need to do, and
they can do it.
Hurwitz, Johanna. New Shoes for
Silvia. Illustrations by Jerry Pinkney.
(Morrow, 1993, $15.00, ISBN
0-688-05286-X).
This story, set in Latin America, tells
of a pair of bright red shoes with little
silver buckles sent to a little girl by her
aunt. Unfortunately, they are too big, but
Silvia soon finds they are just the right
size for her imagination, until the wonderful day when they are just right for
her feet.
MacBride, Roger Lea. Little House on
Rocky Ridge. (HarperCollins, 1993,
$13.89, ISBN 0-06-020843-0).
This book, by Rose Wilder Lane's
adopted grandson, continues the story of
Laura Ingalls Wilder, her husband, and
Rose as they leave Dakota territory to
make the journey to Missouri to start a
new life. It details the long difficult trip,
arriving in Mansfield, finding and settling
on Rocky Ridge farm. It is a welcome
addition to the series of books which
have brought an understanding of pioneer life to today's readers.
Polacco, Patricia. The Bee Tree.
(Philomel, 1993, $14.95, ISBN
0-399-21965-X).
Set in rural Michigan, where the
author/illustrator spent her childhood
summers, this book celebrates the joys
and adventures of reading. When it
begins, Mary Ellen is bored with reading,
and Grandpa suggests a hunt for a bee
tree to find the sweet honey. It is quite
an adventure, but when it is over,
Grandpa takes a drop of honey and
places it on the book cover. Just as they
had to chase the bee to find the honey,
MI C HI GAN READI N G J OU R NAL

DRAGONS, DRAGONS EVERYWHERE

Prelutsky, Jack. The Dragons Are
Singing Tonight. Illustrations by Peter
Sis. (Greenwillow, 1993, $15.00, ISBN
0-688-09645-X TR).
This collection of dragon poems is a
gem! Beautiful illustrations complement
the seventeen poems. If you don't
believe in dragons, after reading this
book, surely you will. Dragons of every
kind imaginable from mechanical to
computer to secret ones inhabit this
incredible book. It held my second
graders spellbound when I first read it,
and is one of the most popular books in
our room.
Sterman, Betsy and Samuel.
Backyard Dragon. Illustrations by David
Wenzel. (HarperCollins, 1993, $13.89,
ISBN 0-06-020784-1 ).
Owen, a lonely boy with no friends,
finds a dragon in his own backyard and
discovers it can speak. A careless wizard
has banished him from his native land
and time into the twentieth century and
29

V O LUME

27 , No . 1 •

F ALL

1993

family. It's a hard year as Annie struggles
with issues of friendship and loyalty as
she tries to befriend the newcomer yet
maintain the past relationships. This is a
realistic and sensitive story of a girl
growing into young adulthood.
Hahn, Mary Downing. The Wind
Blows Backward. (Clarion, 1993, $13.95,
ISBN 0-395-62975-6).
During her senior year, Lauren
renews a friendship with Spencer, a boy
she had been friends with in the eighth
grade. They have good times together,
but Lauren becomes increasingly
alarmed by his dark moods and reckless
behavior. Spencer has witnessed his
father's suicide as a young child and has
many complex feelings about the incident. Although she loves him, she comes
to realize that it isn't enough, and that he
must face his fears if they are to have
any future together.
Reiss, Kathryn. Dreadful Sorry.
(Harcourt, 1993, $16.95, ISBN
0-15-224213-9).
Ever since she can remember, Molly
has had a fear of and nightmares of
drowning. After a near drowning at a
party, she goes to her father's home in
Maine for the summer, where her
dreams become real, and she slips into
the life of a young woman who had disappeared over eighty years ago. The
supernatural and mysteries of time travel intersect in a suspenseful and exciting
novel.
Willey, Margaret. The Melinda Zone.
(Bantam, 1993, $15.95, ISBN
0-553-09215-4).
Melinda is caught between her
divorced parents who lead two very
diverse lives. In fact, her mom calls her
Mindy, while her father calls her Linda.
When they both are busy with summer
projects, she ends up going to an aunt,
uncle and older cousin's home where
she gains a new perspective on family
life and herself. Slowly she realizes she
must find her own identity and help her

New Jersey. Owen discovers many problems-what to feed him is the first-but
through developing friendships, teamwork and cleverness finds a way to help
him return.
Wrede, Patricia. Talking to Dragons:
The Enchanted Forest Chronicles, Book
4. (Harcourt, 1993, $16.95, ISBN
0-15-284247-0)
The exciting conclusion to this fantasy series has all the wit and ingenuity of
the previous three volumes. On the day
after his sixteenth birthday, Daystar is
sent off into the forest on an adventure.
He cannot return until he can explain
why he had to leave. On his journey he
encounters wizards and monsters, as
well as his mother's past.
Yep, Laurence, Ed. American
Dragons: Twenty-five Asian American
Voices. (HarperCollins, 1993, $14.89,
ISBN 0-06-021495-3).
When Asians came to American
shores, they encountered a vast, different and sometimes hostile land. To find
themselves and to cope, they summoned
their inner strength, symbolized by the
versatility and adaptability of the dragon. This collection of stories and poems
are examples of the kinds of crises faced
by teenagers whose families immigrated
from all parts of Asia. It is a unique look
into the many paths taken to survive in
this country.
FOR YOUNG ADULTS
Bridgers, Sue Ellen. Keeping
Christina. (HarperCollins, 1993, $14.89,
ISBN 0-06-021505-4).
When Christina arrives at school looking lonely and shy, Annie decides to take
her under her wing. Then Christina gets
a part in the school play but may have to
refuse it as she doesn't have a ride home
after practice, so Annie offers to let her
come to her home until she can be
picked up. Thus, Christina becomes a
big part of her life which causes problems with her old friends and even her
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL
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Shrewsbury. (Mysterious Press, 1992,
_$17.95, ISBN 0-89296-524-X).
A friend of mine introduced me to
these mystery novels set in the twelfth
century. Civil war has tom England
apart, yet it is relatively peaceful in
Shrewsbury where Cadfael is a
Benedictine monk who once traveled
the known world as a Crusader. He now
is both an herbalist and a sleuth. In this
volume, he solves the mystery of the disappearance of the abbey's most treasured relic-the bones of St. Winifred as
well as-another murder. The major suspect is a brother who has come to solicit
funds to restore a neighboring abbey to
its condition before the war. It takes
Cadfael's ingenuity and prayers to find
the correct answers. Each of the nineteen books can be read alone, but do follow each other blending medival history
into each mystery. I've uncovered quite a
few at my local library, as well as in
paperback editions, so I'm well on my
way to covering the entire series.

parents to see her as Melinda. This
Michigan author has woven a fine novel
dealing with the complexity of modemday family relationships.
FOR ADULT PLEASURE READING
Lindsay, Paul. Witness to the Truth.
(Random House, 1992, $20.00, ISBN
0-679-41198-4).
This book, by an actual FBI field
agent for the past twenty years, takes
readers into the streets of Detroit where
he has actually worked. It is the story of
Special Agent Mike Devlin who plays to
win-against drug dealers and other
criminals. However, he isn't honored for
his devotion, but instead gets the FBI
equivalent of Siberia-midnight wiretap
duty. Here too he springs into action and
solves a kidnapping as well as uncovers
a department spy. A complex and suspenseful novel that has many touches of
reality. In fact, the author retired from
the Bureau and has now moved to New
Hampshire according to a recent newspaper article. Is it truth or fiction? You
can make the choice.
Peters, Ellis. The Holy Thief The

Dr. Vera E. Milz is a second grade
teacher at Conant Elementary School in
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She is a
Past President of the Oakland County
Reading Council.

Nineteenth Chronicle of Brother
Cadfael, of the Benedictine Abbey of
Saint Peter and Saint Paul of
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